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The CPCC Technology Refresh Programme 
 
Over the past six months the programme has completed some of its most important phases which 
form a key part of the mid-term refresh designed to introduce new PPE to supplement the current 
CPCC range from later next year. 
 
In a three month period over the summer months, the shortlisted PPE constructions, identified as 
contenders to be included in the new range of structural, wildland and technical rescue PPE from 2015, 
were put through extensive and rigorous field trials. Both Lincolnshire FRS and DFRMO provided 
facilities to enable the trials to be undertaken in the most realistic conditions. DFRMO made its Training 
and Development Centre at Manston, Kent, available for the structural fire kit trials. The British Forces 
base at Episkopi in Cyprus was chosen to conduct the wildland trials as this was considered to offer 
the most realistic conditions in which to conduct the trials. These included a simulated grass fire test 
first used in the 1990s to assess the firefighter protection afforded by their PPE. Lincolnshire FRS 
hosted the technical rescue trials at their USAR training facility at Waddington. 
 
The analysis and review of the trials data was carried out over the ensuing months and will form a key 
component of the wider assessment and evaluation work which will be undertaken early in 2015 when 
the current longer term wearer trials are complete. We’ll report on these in our e-newsletter in 
February. 
 
Full details for the field trials are included in an article covering this stage of the Technology Refresh 
programme and published in Fire magazine in the November issue. This can be read on our website at 
CPCC TR garment trials. The first article appeared in September and can be viewed at CPCC Technology 
Refresh. 
 
I would personally like to record my thanks to all the firefighters who volunteered to be part of the 
field trials teams. Their contribution has been invaluable in conducting the range of activities essential 
to evaluating the performance of the alternative PPE constructions from which the range of new 
garments will be chosen to add to the existing CPCC range next year. Equally important has been the 
willingness of both DFRMO and Lincolnshire FRS to make available their excellent training facilities for 
the trials to be conducted and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them, too, for making time 
within their regular training programmes to make the resources available to the CPCC. 
 
Whilst this is not the first time I have commented on the savings which CPCC Users have experienced 
over the past seven years in both time and costs, might I just remind you that now would be an ideal 
time to review these potential benefits in relation to your own operational requirements? Please bear 
in mind that a decision to join the CPCC is totally free of fees and costs. Additionally, it offers the most 
flexible range of procurement options available by including Purchase Only (PO), Purchase Managed 
Service (PMS) and Fully Managed Service (FMS), the latter offering the full flexibility of a lease contract. 
Together, these could potentially yield considerable operational cost savings over the coming 10 years.   
 
Please do call if you would like to discuss the options more fully with me. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
Roger Startin 
Bristol Uniforms 
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