
1 

 

W I N T E R  2 0 1 4  

 
Welcome to our winter 2014 edition. 

 

New products focus 
 
Since our previous edition last May, new products 
have taken centre stage at a number of exhibitions 
we have attended during the summer and autumn. 
Two new product developments to come to market 

recently have created particular interest and were 
prominently displayed on our stand at the 
Emergency Services Show at the NEC in 
September. 
 
 
A new range of firefighter gloves, designed by 
Bristol, offers three alternative constructions. 

Available now, the 
first product in the 
range is an all-black, 
soft, flexible leather 
design incorporating 
a Gore CROSSTECH® 
membrane with a 
Kevlar lining. Special 
features include 
silicone finger and 
palm grips and a 
knitted Nomex® cuff.  
 

 
Two other gloves in 
the range, which will 
be available in 2015, 
will incorporate 
Hainsworth TITAN® 
fabrics – the former 
using TITAN® PBI 

1260 and the latter a 
TITAN® 1220 in red. 
In common with the 
leather glove, these 
both include a Gore 
CROSSTECH® membrane with a Kevlar lining. 
Identifying features include silicone palms, 
reflective piping, knuckle protectors and knitted 

NOMEX® cuffs. 
 
 

 
 
 
Building on the success of our XFlex™ structural 
PPE, the XFlex/RescueFlex™ Layered 
Garments use a suite of garments including two 
coats and one trouser in layered combinations to 
achieve structural standard 
EN469:2005 Level 2, as well as the 
Wildland standard EN15614:2007, 
Industrial standard (Protective 

Clothing against Heat and Flame) 
EN11612:2008 and Hi-Visibility 
standard EN20471:2013. The 
RescueFlex™ jacket worn with the 
XFlex™ trouser provides protection 
for technical rescue/USAR and 
wildland firefighting. Wearing the 
XFlex™ outer jacket over the 

RescueFlex™ jacket provides Level 
2 structural firefighting protection. 
 

Emergency Services Show 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who made time to visit our stand at this 
year’s Emergency Services Show in September. As 
mentioned earlier, we took the opportunity to 
showcase our two new products for which we were 
pleased to receive such positive comments and 
genuine interest.  
 
Given the importance of the mid-term Technology 
Refresh of the CPCC (ICP) programme, we set the 
product display in its own area of our stand. This 
allowed us to have some very useful discussions 
with a number of FRS who are actively considering 
joining the scheme next year when the new range 

of PPE, due to be selected in spring 2015, becomes 
available (see below). 
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CPCC Technology Refresh 

 
Currently the proposed garment options are being 
put through extensive wearer trials to assess 
preferences in terms of ergonomics and comfort. 
These will run until the end of the year. Following 
a full evaluation of all the trials in the New Year, 

the Technology Refresh User Group will select the 
garments to be offered in the new range. 
Approved products will be available for purchase 
within CPCC from November 2015. 
 
A decision to join the CPCC is totally free of fees 
and costs. Additionally, it offers the most flexible 
range of procurement options available by 

including Purchase Only (PO), Purchase Managed 
Service (PMS) and Fully Managed Service (FMS), 
the latter offering the full flexibility of a lease 
contract. Together, these could potentially yield 
considerable operational cost savings over the 
coming 10 years.   
 
Taken collectively, these benefits make this 
an ideal time for non CPCC user FRS to 
consider their options and to re-assess the 
potential advantages of procuring their PPE, 
as well as a comprehensive range of station 
wear, corporate wear and undress wear, 
through the scheme from next year. 

 
Business news 

 
Bristol Airport has ordered a 
complete new set of kit for their 
on-station firefighters which 
involves 36 sets of XFlex™ in 
Paris Blue Titan (right) along 
with 10 sets in PBI Matrix for the 
officers. The order included a 
matching number of our own-
manufactured fire hoods.  
 

 

Greater Manchester FRS, 
following lengthy competitive 
PPE trials, has recently 
confirmed a major contract for 
our XFlex/RescueFlex™ 
Layered Garment (shown left 
in its Level 2 combination and 
as detailed on the previous 

page) to replace its previous 
PPE. GMFRS becomes the first 
UK fire and rescue service to 
meet all its response duties in 
one garment in which the 

different levels and types of protection for 
structural, USAR and wildland are met through 
wearing different combinations of outer and under  
garments. The contract is for 3200 sets of the 
layered garments. 

Technical update 

 
EN469:2014 
 
This updated standard has now been published. 
However, further discussion by the Standards 
Committee has resulted in a few further minor 

amendments being planned. These are being 
added to an edited version and this will be sent out 
for comment shortly. The approved final version is 
expected to be published by the end of this year. 
 

Bristol in the news 
 
As usual, you will find most of the media coverage 
of our activities in the news section on the website 
at our news page.  
 
The Greater Manchester FRS decision to opt for our 
new XFlex/RescueFlex™ Layered Garment was 
given prominence in September’s Emergency 
Services Times online edition at Greater 
Manchester whilst the launch of the new range of 
fire gloves was carried in a number of magazines 
including International Firefighter in the current 
September edition. 
  
Fire & Rescue carried an 
article by Edward 
Shepherd on the 
importance of clean PPE 
following comment on 
both sides of the Atlantic 
about the health risks 
associated with micro 
particles found in soiled 

firefighter PPE. This appeared in the Q3 edition on 
pages 46-48 at clean kit is essential.  
 

Ambulance Today, the UK’s leading 
magazine for the ambulance and 
medical rescue sectors, has just 
published a new version of an earlier 

article on Bristol’s growing 
involvement in the supply of 
specialist protective clothing (right – 
our latest flying suit) for air crews 
flying helicopter missions across the 
UK to rescue seriously injured 
people. Emergencies calling for rapid 
recovery and delivery to hospital 

include accidents on remote farms as well as 
mountain climbing, hill walking and serious road 
accidents. You can read this at air ambulance 
story. 
 
Our success in securing the contract to supply 
Birmingham International Airport’s firefighters was 

picked up in a number of magazines Birmingham 
International Airport.  
 

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/news.htm
http://www.emergencyservicestimes.com/est_news_2013/?p=637
http://www.emergencyservicestimes.com/est_news_2013/?p=637
http://ebooks.hgluk.com/~production/ebooks/F&R/F&R_Q3_2014/pageflip.html
http://www.ambulancetoday.co.uk/autumn2014/#/40/
http://www.ambulancetoday.co.uk/autumn2014/#/40/
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/birmingham-airport-signs-5-year-contract-for-bristols-xflex-firefighter-ppe
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/birmingham-airport-signs-5-year-contract-for-bristols-xflex-firefighter-ppe
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The Technology Refresh 
programme is being 
chronicled in a series of five 
articles in Fire magazine. 
The first, titled ‘The Central 
PPE and Clothing Contract’ 
appeared in September and 
can also be accessed on our 

website news page at CPCC 
Technology Refresh. The 
second appears in the 
November issue. 

 
Social media update  
 

This is a reminder that we are available on the four 
social media sites Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn 
and Google+ 

 

 
Future editions 
 
Whilst using this publication to inform and 
communicate developments at Bristol, we also 
want to encourage your involvement, as our 
customers, by asking you to alert us to any 
interesting PPE news stories or images you may 

have. In particular, we would be interested in 
hearing about any involvement of your teams, or 
individual firefighters, in unusual situations or in 
special missions. These could include training roles 
for either other UK FRS or supporting overseas 
brigades. With the growing involvement of UK FRS 
in emergency rescue and relief missions across the 
world, pictures and news of humanitarian relief 
operations both in the UK and abroad would be 
welcome and will allow us to share your 
experiences with others. The next edition of the 
BRISTOL NEWSLETTER will be the 2015 summer 
issue which we plan to publish in May. 
 

Contacts 
 

Our BRISTOL NEWSLETTER is being 
edited by RSL Associates on behalf of 
Bristol Uniforms.  
 
The contact at Bristol is Philip Tasker at 
philip.tasker@bristoluniforms.com.  

 
To contact me, Richard Storey, at RSL 
Associates, please call on 07970 863251 
or email richard@rslassociates.co.uk.  
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