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S U M M E R  2 0 1 4  

 
Welcome to our summer 2014 edition. 

 

ICP Technology refresh 
 
The Integrated Clothing Project, for which Bristol 
was awarded the preferred bidder contract in 2007, 
has now reached the mid-point of the 15 year 
contract and is, as planned, undergoing a 

technological refresh. This began in 2013 and has 
now reached the trials stage for new PPE to be 
introduced into the programme.  

 
Over the coming months a series of trials for new 
structural, wildland and USAR PPE will be 
conducted with several ICP users. The USAR and 
structural trials will be held in the UK with the 

wildland trials being conducted in Cyprus with the 
MOD’s DFRMO, as this location provides the most 
realistic operational conditions. 
 
The next stage will see the proposed garment 
options being put through extensive wearer trials 
to assess preferences in terms of ergonomics and 
comfort. These will run from June to September. 
 
Products approved under the Technology Refresh 
programme will be available for purchase within 
ICP from November 2015. 
 
This is an ideal opportunity for non ICP user 

FRAs to consider their options and to re-
assess the potential benefits of procuring 
their PPE, as well as a comprehensive range 
of station wear, corporate wear and undress 
wear, through the scheme from next year. 

 

LGA 2014, Cardiff 
 
Held in March, the Local Government Association 
conference and exhibition 
was well supported and 
we had the opportunity of 
talking to many of the 
CFOs, Deputy Fire 

Officers and ACOs who 
attended. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Ambition 2014 
 

Held this year in London at 
the end of April, Ambition is 
the only show with the full 
support of all NHS 

ambulance services. This 
year’s show attracted a 
good response from 
exhibitors and visitors alike. 
The event was well 

supported by the ambulance HART teams with 
whom we were able to further consolidate our 
supplier relationship and discuss future 

developments. The show presented a useful 
opportunity to gauge the state of the market and 
assess potential for other technical PPE garments 
within the broader emergency response and crisis 
management sector.  
 

International Distributor Conference 
 
With over 40% of our firefighter PPE business 
accounted for by municipal and industrial fire 
service providers around the world, we invite our 
international network of appointed distributors to a 
three day business conference in Bristol every 
couple of years. 

Our current network is made up of more than 70 

distributors who, together, help to manage our 
customers and business interests in over 110 
countries where our PPE is used. 
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As a sign of the general improvement in the level 
of economic activity in much of the developed 
world, as well as some significant infrastructure 
development elsewhere, this year’s conference, to 
be held in June, will see a record number of our 
distributors represented – well over 40 at the last 
count. It is satisfying to see that every continent 

will be represented at what promises to be a 
valuable opportunity to brief representatives on 
our global strategy, developments on new fibres 
and fabrics, new product development, and 
expected changes in international standards. A 
free interchange of market intelligence will help 
promote a better understanding of commercial 

developments around the world and inform 
individual commercial activity. 

 

Business news 
Birmingham Airport became a new 
customer just as 2013 was closing, 
when they chose to adopt Bristol PPE for 
their 63 firefighters as part of a five year 
lease scheme. The selection of XFlex™ 
in TITAN1260 was particularly 
pleasing as this move further underlines 
the growing interest in our new design 
and is evidence of XFlex™ providing us 
with competitive advantage amongst 

airport users as well as fire & rescue 
services. The product is due for delivery in early 
summer. 
 
West Midlands FRS, following 
lengthy evaluation, took the decision 
to opt for our RescueFlex™ technical 

rescue kit for their USAR operations – 
another example of our XFlex™ 
design proving to be a winner. The 
order called for 180 sets of kit which 
were delivered in late spring. 
 

Technical update 

 
EN469 
The final enquiry was circulated to all National 
Standard Bodies in Europe for voting in February 
and closed on 6 April. If a positive vote is received 
the editorial comments will be reviewed and the 
revised standard, providing it is endorsed by BSI, 
could be published by late summer of this year. 

 
New technical rescue standard 
The first enquiry on the proposed initial working 
draft of the new technical rescue standard (prEN 
16689) closed on the 6 April. All the comments will 
then be addressed in the next Project Group 
meeting which will precede the next Working 
Group 2 meeting hosted by 3M Germany (Neuss) 
in June. 
 
 

 
EN13911 Firefighter Fire Hood 
 

The first enquiry for the 
revision of this standard was 
circulated for comments and 
approval. This enquiry closed 
on the 7 April and comments 

will be addressed in the next 
Project Group meeting also at 
3M Germany. 

  
EN659 Firefighter Glove 
 
This standard is about to start its revision process 

and the committee CEN TC162 WG8 is looking for 
some input from end users by participating in the 
Working Group meetings. 
 

Managed Services update 
 
With managed services becoming an increasingly 

attractive option for customers, we are further 
upgrading our facilities and resilience by installing 
a new washing machine at our Bristol Service 
Centre. 

Installed at the end of 
March, the new 32kg 
capacity washing and 

decontamination machine 
will become the fourth 
machine and increase our 
capacity by a further 33%. 
In common with our other 
Service Centre machines it 

will be a Miele Professional. To enhance our 

resilience this one will also be a gas fired machine. 
We will therefore maintain our power flexibility 
with gas powered machines in Bristol and electric 
power at our Eastern Service Centre. Given the 
current world uncertainty surrounding fuel 
security, this dual fuel option protects us from any 
future national fuel supply interruptions or 
shortages.  
 

Bristol in the news 

 
As usual, you will find most of the media coverage 
of our activities in the news section on the website 
at our news page.  
 

News of the new Level 1 motorcycle 
firefighter suit shown at Intersec in 
January has created considerable 
interest and has been picked up used 
in Fire Product Search at New 
firefighter motorcycle suit for 
Intersec. It has also been used in Fire 
Times and director-e. 
 

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/news.htm
http://www.fireproductsearch.com/news/new-firefighter-motocycle-suit-for-intersec-launch/
http://www.fireproductsearch.com/news/new-firefighter-motocycle-suit-for-intersec-launch/
http://www.fireproductsearch.com/news/new-firefighter-motocycle-suit-for-intersec-launch/
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The March issue of 
International Fire Fighter 
included a three page 
profile of Bristol which 
provides a useful update 
on developments at 
Bristol and may be an 
article you would wish to 

show your customers. 
Titled ‘PPE pedigree drives 
innovation’, it is available 
to read on our website at 
Bristol profile. 

 
 

In the March issue of Fire 
magazine, an article by Roger 
looked at how a multi-faceted 
approach to the company’s 
business development has ensured 
that resilience is built into its long 
term plans. 

 
Titled Resilience underpins 
customer confidence, this can be 
viewed on our website newspage at  
Resilience underpins customer 
confidence. 

 

Future editions 
 
Whilst using this publication to inform and 
communicate developments at Bristol, we also 
want to encourage your involvement, as our 
customers, by asking you to alert us to any 
interesting PPE news stories or images you may 
have. In particular, we would be interested in 
hearing about any involvement of your teams, or 
individual firefighters, in unusual situations or in 
special missions. These could include training roles 
for either other UK FRS or supporting overseas 
brigades. With the growing involvement of UK FRS 
in emergency rescue and relief missions across the 

world, pictures and news of humanitarian relief 
operations both in the UK and abroad would be 
welcome and will allow us to share your 
experiences with others. 
 
The next edition of the BRISTOL NEWSLETTER will 
be the 2014 winter issue which we plan to publish 
in November. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Contacts 
 

Our BRISTOL NEWSLETTER is being 
edited by RSL Associates on behalf of Bristol 
Uniforms.  
 
The contact at Bristol is Philip Tasker at 

philip.tasker@bristoluniforms.com.  
 
To contact me, Richard Storey, at RSL 
Associates, please call on 07970 863251 or 
email richard@rslassociates.co.uk.  
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