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Welcome to our winter 2012 edition of the Bristol 

Newsletter. 

 

Motorcycle suit for firefighters – a Bristol first 

 

In what is believed to be a world 

first, Bristol has developed a 

fully tested, dual purpose 

professional motorcycle suit for 

firefighters which provides all 

the protection required for 

structural firefighting. 

 

With the growing interest 

around the world amongst fire 

authorities in the means of swift 

access to fires in congested 

urban areas, attention is turning 

to the deployment of firefighters 

on suitably equipped 

motorcycles to emergencies 

which can range from small 

fires, road traffic accidents to major structural fires 

where delays in getting access to the fireground by 

large response vehicles can mean greater risk to 

human health and damage to buildings. 

 

The new kit, which is patent protected, boasts a 

comprehensive list of properties which we believe 

make it unique in meeting European standards for 

both professional motorcyclists and the highest 

level of firefighter protection. The key standards 

involved are;  

 

 Protective Clothing for Professional Motorcycle 

Riders BS EN13595-1:2002 Level 2  

 

 Protective Clothing for Firefighters – 

Performance Requirements for Protective 

Clothing for Firefighting BS EN 469: 2005  

Level 2 

 

In-house design driving new product development 

 
We have prided ourselves on the strength of our 

product design and innovative capability which, 

over many years, has brought about the major 

improvements in firefighter PPE we have seen over  

the past 25 years or more. Working in ever closer 

collaboration with our major suppliers, notably PBI, 

 

 

 

 

Gore, Hainsworth and 3M, we have maintained our 

international reputation as one of the world’s 

leading PPE innovators with product ranges such as 

Ergotech™, ICP and, more recently, XFlex™. 

 

Our design and product 

development team has, for the 

first time, allowed us to introduce 

our own range of fire hoods. This 

demonstrates our strategy of using 

our wide international market 

experience to design and 

manufacture products over which we have full 

ownership and quality control. Our new fire hoods 

are available in two styles. The Bristol Hood 1 is a 

two layer construction using a PBI Gold® Rib outer 

with an Aramid Viscose inner layer. The Bristol 

Hood 2 is black and incorporates a double layer 

Carbonised Fibre/Para Aramid blend. Both new 

products are designed and manufactured to BS 

EN13911:2004. 

 

Full technical details are now available on our 

website and we’ll be showing the products at 

international shows we’re exhibiting at over the 

coming months.  

 

10 years of leadership as Bristol’s Joint 

Managing Directors 

 

This year marks the 

10th anniversary since 

Roger and Ian were 

appointed to jointly 

lead the growth of the 

business following a 

number of difficult 

years at the end of 

the 1990s. With Ian looking after finance, 

operations and manufacturing and Roger focusing 

on the commercial development of the worldwide 

business, they set about growing the company 

internationally and developing the managed service 

division. Their success can be measured in a 

number of ways – growth in turnover, major new 

service contracts, market position, international 

presence and reputation, influence on quality and 

standards and the development of a skilled and 

professional group of employees. The wider Bristol 

team, from the shop floor and administration staff, 
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along with middle management, have together 

shown a commitment and loyalty to the company 

which has enabled Bristol to become a much more 

efficient, productive and competitive business. 

 

Highlights of the past year 

 

In the UK, whilst we have witnessed significant 

cutbacks in government funding for our emergency 

services which have resulted in reductions in 

firefighter numbers in many fire & rescue services, 

we have continued to grow our market presence by 

winning more than our fair share of the big 

contracts to emerge in 2012. These have included 

new ICP structural kit for Avon 

FRS in the autumn and West 

Yorkshire FRS who will be 

deploying theirs from January 

2013. We also supplied 11 of 

the special fire teams assembled 

to provide cover for this year’s 

successful London Olympic 

Games. In product terms, we have launched new 

USAR PPE, a second generation of HART kit for the 

ambulance services, our own range of fire hoods 

and, of course, the ground breaking, patented, 

motorcycle suit for firefighters. 

 

Abroad, growth has continued. 

Steady progress in consolidating 

our position as suppliers of PPE 

to a developing Scandinavian 

market, and more new business 

in both the Gulf States and 

South America, has been 

accompanied by some major 

successes such as the contract 

won with PAC Fire for the supply of the firefighter 

PPE needs of the Australian Defence Force 

(above) who have recently re-equipped their Army, 

Navy and Air Force ARFF teams with new Bristol 

kit. 

 

Christmas message 

 

The management and staff at Bristol wish you all a 

very happy Christmas and seasonal break, which 

so many of us enjoy at this time of year, as we 

take a short (and we hope well earned!) rest before 

returning refreshed in January to continue working 

together in 2013 for better protected and safer fire 

& rescue services.  

 

We also look forward to an improving economic 

climate next year in which we can spend more time 

developing and improving our respective services 

to our customers and less on budget reductions 

and cuts. In short, we wish you a successful New 

Year. 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

 

BRISTOL NEWSLETTER is being edited by 

RSL Associates on behalf of Bristol 

Uniforms.  

 

The contact at Bristol is Philip Tasker at 

philip.tasker@bristoluniforms.com.  

To contact me, Richard Storey, at RSL 

Associates, please call on 07970 863251 or 

email richard@rslassociates.co.uk.  
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