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Welcome to our summer 2013 edition of the Bristol 

Newsletter. 

 

Wimbledon Gold 

 

  This time last year we reported the 

news of Bristol’s involvement with 

the security arrangements for the 

Olympics. The title ‘Olympic Gold’ 

referred to the PBI Gold™ outer 

fabric of many of the special 

firefighter garments  made for the FRS 

teams assembled in the Capital in case of a major 

emergency during the London Games which, 

happily, were not needed for such an occasion. 

 

Also happily, during the Games, Andy Murray 

claimed gold in winning the men’s singles title and 

has just repeated this feat by 

winning this year’s Wimbledon 

final – bringing to an end a 77 

year drought for Britain’s men in 

achieving the title which was 

last held by Fred Perry in 1936.   

 

We hope you consider it a timely opportunity to 

register our own congratulations to Britain’s golden 

man of tennis. 

 

Contracts news 

 

Gatwick Airport has recently 

confirmed that it will be using our 

XFlex™ kit for its firefighter teams at 

the UK’s second busiest airport in a 

deal which will see around 150 sets in 

Titan Paris Blue (left) deployed when 

delivery takes place in the autumn. 

Over time, Gatwick will also be 

adopting head-to-toe kit from Bristol, 

which will be purchased on a 

replacement basis as their existing kit 

reaches the end of its service life.  

 

Greater Manchester FRS has recently accepted 

Bristol’s tender bid to provide interim replacement 

kit which will eventually be replaced by a layered 

PPE construction being evaluated over coming 

months. 

 

 

 

 

Success in the Channel 

Islands has been mentioned 

before, but a more recent 

contract secured with Jersey 

FRS late last year means that 

Bristol becomes the sole 

supplier of firefighter PPE on the islands. This 

includes Jersey, Guernsey and Alderney FRS as 

well as Guernsey and Jersey airports. The new 

contract with Jersey FRS was the result of a 

decision by them to change supplier for the first 

time in 10 years. Bristol also supplies the Jersey 

Ambulance Service with HART PPE. 

 

Avon FRS has recently ordered our 

latest USAR kit, RescueFlex™ 

(right) based on the XFlex™ design, 

for their search and rescue teams 

involving almost 100 sets of kit. 

 

ICP progress 

 

The main news is that the mid-term 

Technical Refresh for the ICP has begun and will be 

conducted over a period of some 18 months and 

will form the basis of the supply and service 

elements of the project for the period until 2023. 

 

Although the focus will largely be on the PPE within 

the broader clothing range, the refresh process is 

an intensive one which initially involves all ICP 

Users in a detailed survey of the existing kit which 

will examine wearer experiences across 70 different 

aspects of the PPE. 

 

For a comprehensive look at what is involved 

between now and late 2014 an article entitled ICP 

update looks to capitalise on next generation 

PPE benefits was published in June’s Emergency 

Services Times and can be viewed as a pdf 

document on our website at ICP Technical Refresh 

 

The ICP contract has continued to provide 

procurement benefits to a growing number of FRAs 

for both PPE and non-PPE clothing, with station 

wear and undress clothing being the most popular 

additions to PPE kit. Although now at mid term, the 

ICP contract remains open for other FRAs to join 

should they wish to. 
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Wet cleaning process 

 
As part of our ongoing 

continuous improvement 

programme, we have 

recently changed the way 

we clean PPE under our 

managed services. A 

three year development 

and trials evaluation, 

involving both Miele and 

Kreussler, has led to the introduction of a radically 

changed wash programme. Bristol’s new wet 

cleaning process was selected on its merits and, 

in particular, as continuing to use a thermal 

decontamination process its strengths in removing 

bodily fluids, viruses and pathogens as well as 

soiling were retained.  

 

One of the most significant benefits of the change 

is the marked improvement in removing 

hydrocarbons at lower temperatures. This is 

frequently evident in lighter coloured outer fabrics, 

such as PBI Gold. New wash cycles at 40oC and 

60oC now achieve more effective cleaning of 

asbestos contamination and bodily fluids 

respectively. Resulting energy savings on typical 

wash cycles are also more sustainable.  

 

Technical update 

 
EN469 

The planned revision to EN469:2005 has been out 

to member countries as a second enquiry. 

Responses are now in and the working group met 

in Barcelona in late June to consider any necessary 

changes to the draft before circulating the final 

enquiry by October this year. Subject to 

agreement, the final draft will go for CEN 

ratification and is expected to be published by late 

2014. 

 

New technical rescue standard 

The first enquiry on the proposed initial working 

draft is with CEN and should be circulated to 

member countries soon. The current timetable 

suggests publication in early 2015. 

 

Future editions 
 

Whilst using this publication to inform and 

communicate developments at Bristol, we also 

want to encourage your involvement, as our 

customers, by asking you to alert us to any 

interesting PPE news stories or images you may 

have. In particular, we would be interested in 

hearing about any involvement of your teams, or 

individual firefighters, in unusual situations or in 

special missions. These could include training roles 

for either other UK fire & rescue services or 

supporting overseas brigades. With the growing 

involvement of UK FRS in emergency rescue and 

relief missions across the world, pictures and news 

of humanitarian relief operations both in the UK 

and abroad would be welcome and will allow us to 

share your experiences with others. 

 

 

Contacts 
 

BRISTOL NEWSLETTER is being edited by 

RSL Associates on behalf of Bristol Uniforms.  

 

The contact at Bristol is Philip Tasker at 

philip.tasker@bristoluniforms.com.  

 

To contact me, Richard Storey, at RSL 

Associates, please call on 07970 863251 or 

email richard@rslassociates.co.uk.  
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