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Welcome to our winter 2013 edition. 

 

Emergency Services Show 
 
Firstly, we’d like to 

take this opportunity 

to thank all those 

officers from the fire 

and rescue services, 

ambulance trusts and 

police forces up and 

down the country who took the time to visit us on 

our stand at this year’s Emergency Services Show 

at the NEC.  

 

We’re always pleased to see you at the UK’s most 

important exhibition for the emergency services 

which provides us the opportunity to show our new 

products and discuss the latest developments in 

the primary markets we serve – both in the UK and 

in many export markets around the world. 

 

This year’s show turned out to be the biggest and 

best yet and clearly demonstrated the benefits of 

relocating to the NEC with its greater accessibility, 

services and capacity. 

 

We exhibited our new integrated safety harness 

which created considerable interest as this was the 

first time that any of the emergency services had 

seen a fully integrated harness system. Our XFlex™ 

design was again a focus of attention and we were 

showing structural, RescueFlex™ and HART 

examples of its use in a variety of PPE. 

 

Business news 
 

Recent orders have confirmed a 

growing interest in our XFlex™ 

design, illustrated by Glasgow 

Prestwick Airport’s choice of 

XFlex™ for its airport firefighters 

for whom we have supplied 45 

sets.  

 

Greater Manchester FRS has ordered 200 sets of 

Ergotech Action2™ fire coats and trousers. These 

are in addition to the 350 fire coats they ordered 

during the early summer. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

ICP update 
 

The mid-term Technical Refresh is progressing well. 

 
A number of navy station wear contract rollouts 

have occurred over the past few months. These 

have included; 

 

 Hereford & Worcester FRS – navy shirts and 

trousers for a total of 689 personnel 

 Lincolnshire FRS – navy shirts, trousers and 

fleeces for 729 staff 

 Norfolk FRS – navy shirts, trouser, fleeces and 

waterproofs together with red t-shirts and black 

sweatshirts for 965 employees 

 
We are steadily moving towards a position when 

we will have a much clearer picture of the PPE 

which will be selected to form the core offering of 

the ICP for the next seven years. This will provide 

an ideal opportunity for current non-ICP users to 

re-evaluate their existing PPE specifications as well 

as their future needs in terms of garment lifetime 

care and management. With an increasing interest 

amongst FRS in non-PPE clothing, especially station 

wear, corporate wear and ceremonial clothing, the 

scope offered by this truly integrated clothing 

procurement facility adds to its potential wider 

value and 2014 will be an ideal time to consider its 

adoption in those cases where these features are of 

significant potential benefit. 

 

New technical brochures 
 

Introduction - Technical brochure 

 

To accommodate a 

number of new product 

developments, revised 

standards and material 

specification changes 

which have all taken 

place recently, we have 

published a new edition 

of our 16 page technical 

brochure: Introduction - Technical   
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The brochure includes an entirely new two page 

section on the range of fabrics we use. It provides 

details of the latest outer layers from Nomex, 

Hainsworth and PBI, new moisture barriers from 

Gore and the range of innovative thermal barriers 

developed for Bristol by Hainsworth which were 

introduced as part of our XFlex™ design in 2011. 

There’s also an extended section on the wide range 

of available options which make Bristol’s PPE truly 

‘made to measure’ and amongst the most 

individual of any manufacturer. A new sizing chart 

and updated section on our managed services 

options completes the line-up of contents and 

brings together all the latest technical information 

in one place. 

 
Structural PPE brochure 

A new Structural PPE 

brochure has been 

published.  

 

With the introduction of a 

number of new products 

over the last couple of 

years for which individual 

brochures have been 

produced, we have decided 

to pull these together into 

a new and comprehensive 

structural brochure. In 

addition to including XFlex™, the firefighter 

motorcycle suit and the integrated safety harness, 

we have taken the opportunity to include the two 

page section on fabrics which is part of the 

Introduction - Technical brochure to provide a 

ready reference source all within the one product 

reference document. A number of other smaller 

changes have been made to bring the contents 

fully up-to-date. 

 

The new brochure is also available in four other 

European languages including German, French, 

Portuguese and Spanish. 

 
Both these new brochures are now available to 

read or download as a pdf from our website as 

Introduction - Technical and Structural PPE. 

 

Technical update 

 
EN469 

 

The planned revision to EN469:2005 has been 

circulated to member countries as a second 

enquiry. Responses are now in and the working 

group met in Barcelona in late June to consider any 

necessary changes to the draft. The final enquiry 

was circulated in October. Subject to agreement, 

the final draft will go for CEN ratification and is 

expected to be published by late 2014. 

 

 

New technical rescue standard 

 

The first enquiry on the proposed initial working 

draft of the new technical rescue standard (prEN 

16689) is with CEN and was circulated to member 

countries in October for first enquiry. The current 

timetable suggests publication in early 2015. 

 

Our Technical Manager, Ivan Rich, has been 

appointed Project Leader for the new standard. 

 

New Finance Manager appointed 

 
David Thompson has been 

appointed as our new 

Finance Manager to 

succeed Tony Ring who 

has retired. David, an 

experienced financial 

controller, joined us 

during the summer and 

becomes a key part of our senior management 

team. He joins us from SAPA Building Products 

where he was Finance Manager. 

 

Bristol in the news 

 
DFRMO in the news 

 
A joint collaboration 

between ourselves and 

DFRMO has led to the 

production of an article 

which looks at the 

contrasting activities of 

DFRMO in different parts 

of the world. The article 

focuses on training and the very different risks 

which their firefighters face in active theatres as 

well as in their UK operations. In particular, the 

special tasks associated with deployments in Camp 

Bastion, Akrotiri and Bicester are covered in this 

illustrated article which appears in the current issue 

of Fire Times. In the line of fire  

 
Other news 

 

Recent news carried by the fire trade media has 

included the introduction of a new wet cleaning 

process to improve both the efficiency and 

environmental footprint of our garment 

maintenance programmes (New wet cleaning 

process and our innovative integrated safety 

harness (PPE integrated safety harness) launched 

at the Emergency Services Show. There’s also 

news about the new NFPA standard (New PPE for 

new NFPA standard) and some business news 

about our PPE use throughout the Channel Islands 

(Channel Islands firefighters all wear Bristol PPE).   

 

 
 

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/intro-technical.htm
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/structural.htm
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/bristol_dfrmo_firefighting_ppe_57?pageid=35
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/wet_cleaning_process_improved-results_52?pageid=35
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/wet_cleaning_process_improved-results_52?pageid=35
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/integrated_safety_harness_ppe_54?pageid=35
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/nfpa_2013_new_ppe_53?pageid=35
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/nfpa_2013_new_ppe_53?pageid=35
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/channel_islands_ppe_52?pageid=35
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Future editions 
 

Whilst using this publication to inform and 

communicate developments at Bristol, we also 

want to encourage your involvement, as our 

customers, by asking you to alert us to any 

interesting PPE news stories or images you may 

have. In particular, we would be interested in 

hearing about any involvement of your teams, or 

individual firefighters, in unusual situations or in 

special missions. These could include training roles 

for either other UK FRS or supporting overseas 

brigades. With the growing involvement of UK FRS 

in emergency rescue and relief missions across the 

world, pictures and news of humanitarian relief 

operations both in the UK and abroad would be 

welcome and will allow us to share your 

experiences with others. 

 

 

Contacts 
 

BRISTOL NEWSLETTER is being edited by 

RSL Associates on behalf of Bristol Uniforms.  

 

The contact at Bristol is Philip Tasker at 

philip.tasker@bristoluniforms.com.  

 

To contact me, Richard Storey, at RSL 

Associates, please call on 07970 863251 or 

email richard@rslassociates.co.uk.  
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