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17 June 2020 

Media Release 

  

UK Fire and Rescue Services reap  

Collaborative PPE Framework benefits 

 

Thirty-three Fire and Rescue Services (FRS), comprising over 33,500 firefighters, are 

now benefiting from the Local Authority Collaborative PPE Framework. Launched three 

years ago in June 2017, the Framework gives UK FRSs access to high quality PPE 

ensembles and volume discounts through a streamlined procurement process. 

 

The Framework was set up in response to calls from government and the industry for 

FRSs to work together to share best practice and deliver efficiencies. It is run by Kent 

FRS, with PPE supplied by Bristol Uniforms, who was selected as the preferred supplier 

following a rigorous two-year tender process.  

 

Signing up via a purchase only or fully managed service contract, FRSs continue to reap 

the benefits of the Framework, which guarantees quality PPE that has been 

independently evaluated and tested, and can save considerable time and costs.  

 

So far this year through the Framework, Bristol has delivered new PPE to seven FRSs, 

including Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service who opted for a Fully Managed Services 

Contract. Despite the Coronavirus pandemic, they were measured and received their kit 

on 1 June. Chief Fire Officer Rob MacDougall said:  

 

“Bristol Uniforms uses the latest technology in firefighter clothing, and they design PPE 

to provide fire crews with the very best protection. The safety of our firefighters is of the 

utmost importance to us here in Oxfordshire. The kit is lighter in weight, breathable and 

offers more support for the wearer and we are proud to know we are now one of many 

fire and rescue services in the country to utilise this latest technology in protective 

clothing for our staff.  Thank you to Bristol Uniforms for providing us with a first-class 

service.” 
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Chris Colgan, Director of Operations at Kent Fire and Rescue Service, and Chair of the 

NFCC PPE/Clothing Committee, said: 

 

“The National Collaborative PPE Framework is the first of its kind for the fire and rescue 

service, enabling borderless provision of standardised critical kit. So far, working with 

the team at Bristol Uniforms, we have made significant progress in demonstrating that 

the sector can work as one customer.  However, more can be done. The pandemic has 

shown us that it is not an impossible target to expect all FRS to sign up to national 

arrangements delivered through the National Fire Commercial Transformation 

Programme and we are committed to continuing to build on the success of this 

arrangement. Bristol Uniforms has done a sterling job ensuring service continuity for all 

FRS throughout the disruptions caused by COVID-19, working closely with the contract 

management team at Kent FRS on behalf of the Sector.  This has been one of the 

greatest tests of strategic relationship and service management and I am incredibly 

pleased that the result has been a real proof of concept.” 

 

Roger Startin, Joint Managing Director at Bristol Uniforms said: “The demand for our 

cutting-edge PPE through the Collaborative Framework has been unprecedented as FRSs 

learn about the benefits of joint working. The Framework has significantly improved and 

simplified the procurement process and despite very challenging circumstances, we 

continue to size firefighters for their new kit, manufacture and deliver it on time and to 

budget.”   

 

PPE supplied by Bristol Uniforms within the Framework includes Full Structural Ensemble, 

a Layered Jacket, Rescue Jacket and USAR Ensemble. The selected styles combine 

innovative and ergonomic designs with the use of high-performance fabrics and fibres, 

offering maximum comfort, manoeuvrability and protection.  

 

Further information can be found at: www.bristoluniforms.com/collaborative-ppe-2. FRSs 

interested in signing up to the contract should contact: collaborativeppe@kent.fire-

uk.org.  

 

Ends 
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For further information about Bristol Uniforms please contact:  

 

Katy Baker at Fresh Communication on 07581 625820 or email 

katy@freshcommunication.co.uk  

 

OR 

 

Becky Feltham at Fresh Communication on 07973 939308 or email 

becky@freshcommunication.co.uk  

 

Editor’s notes: 

 

• Bristol Uniforms Ltd is a leading designer and manufacturer of protective clothing 

for emergency services in the UK and across the globe.   

 

• Founded in 1801 as a clothing manufacturer in Bristol, the company has been a 

pioneer in the development of specialist firefighter PPE for more than 60 years.   

 

• Today, Bristol Uniforms employs over 170 people. Its garments are sold in more 

than 110 countries throughout the world, via a network of around 70 experienced 

distributors.  

 

Photo:  

  

Caption: Oxfordshire FRS don PPE sourced through the UK Collaborative PPE Framework 
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