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On the Frontline  

Procurement 
that suits
Bristol Uniforms’ Joint Managing Director, 
Roger Startin, reports on one of the first 
FRSs to receive new PPE through the 
Collaborative Procurement Framework

In June last year, Bristol Uniforms was 
awarded the contract to supply firefighting 
PPE for a new Collaborative Procurement 

Framework, accessible to all local authority 
fire and rescue services (FRSs) across the UK. 
The concept behind the Framework was to 
provide FRSs with access to high quality PPE 
ensembles, whilst saving considerable time 
and resources by simplifying and streamlining 
the procurement process. Led and managed 
by Kent Fire and Rescue Service, the 
Framework was launched following a rigorous 
two-year long tender process, which included 
technical assessments, cost negotiations and 
practical user trials.   

As the preferred supplier, Bristol Uniforms 
was contracted to supply a complete 
set of top-to-toe PPE, including 
full structural ensemble, layered 
jackets, rescue jacket and USAR 
ensemble, as well as a range 
of gloves, boots, and helmets, 
for FRSs to choose from. 
The Framework contract 
also includes the supply 
of Managed Services for 
cleaning and maintenance of 
PPE, delivered by Bristol’s two 
dedicated in-house Service 
Centres in Rainham in London 
and Staple Hill in Bristol.   

Since the launch, the project 
team has received a great deal of 
interest from FRSs around the country, 
with many signing up and selecting their 
preferred ensembles. At the end of September, 
Buckinghamshire Fire and Rescue Service 
were one of the first services to receive their 
brand new kit, turning out in their new gold-
coloured XFlex structural coats and trousers 
and high-vis yellow rescue jackets, after many 
years of being dressed predominantly in 
navy blue.

Group Commander Simon Tuffley 
comments: “Firefighters are often at the 
scene of an incident for many hours, and 
it is important that they are well protected 
and comfortable. Our fire crews attended a 
serious road traffic collision on the day the 
new kit went live, and I’m pleased to say the 
firefighters reported it was very comfortable to 
operate in.”

According to Simon Tuffley, the additional 
option of rescue coats has considerably 
improved comfort and visibility at the majority 
of incidents they attend. Now, when travelling 
to an emergency, the incident commander 
decides the appropriate level of PPE to wear 
based upon a risk assessment. He or she may 
choose their crew to adopt the rescue jacket 
when called to a road traffic collision, for 
example, saving the gold structural jacket for 
incidents where a higher degree of thermal 
protection is required: “With the introduction 
of the new lightweight and highly visible 
rescue jacket option, our firefighters now have 
more choice regarding the level of PPE they 
can wear at emergencies.”

Buckinghamshire FRS have also opted 
for a Fully Managed Services contract under 
the Framework for the first time, meaning 
that Bristol Uniforms will manage the 
cleaning, repair and maintenance of the kit 
for the lifetime of the contract. Any soiled 
or damaged garments are transported to 
Bristol’s in-house Eastern Service Centre in 
Rainham for thorough washing, inspection 
and repair, and returned to the Fire Service 
within seven days. Each firefighter has two 
sets of personal issue PPE, meaning that 
one can be in use while the other is being 
cleaned.

With Buckinghamshire FRS fully kitted out 
with new ensembles, a number of other fire 
services across the UK are set to follow suit 
over the coming months.

Collaborative Framework garments include:

Structural Coat and Trousers
This latest version of XFlex features 
Hainsworth’s TITAN 1260 fabric with PBI 
fibres, a Goretex moisture barrier and an 
Axion thermal liner.

Rescue Coat
This Hi-Vis yellow Rescue Coat can be worn 
with XFlex trousers as an alternative to the 
structural coat for rescue operations requiring 
less thermal protection.

Layered Jackets 
These two layered-system coats can be worn 

together in combination with XFlex trousers 
for full structural firefighting protection, 

or with the top-layer coat removed for 
non-structural operations.

Helmet
Rosenbauer’s Heros-Titan 
Helmet, with integrated torch, 
offers comfort alongside 
maximum protection.

Fire hood
The Bristol Hood 5 features two 

layers of Kermel viscose knit, with 
a PBI rib knit outer fabric.  

Boots
A choice of Jolly’s leather Crosstech 

firefighters boots or Skellerup Extreme rubber 
structural firefighter boots is available.

Gloves
The Seiz gold structural glove is made from soft 
elk leather and Nomex fabric. The rescue glove, 
in orange, is lightweight and dextrous, with a 
‘touchfinger’ for touch-sensitive displays.

USAR Ensemble
Bristol’s Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) 
Coat and Trouser set is specifically designed 
for maximum manoeuvrability in confined 
spaces. The garments can zip together to form 
a one-piece garment if needed.  

Specialist USAR wet weather jackets 
and trousers are also available, made by 
Bell Apparel.

Bristol  
Uniforms
Designed to your 
specification

Bristol Uniforms Ltd,  
Wathen Street, Staple Hill,  
Bristol BS16 5LL,  
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0)117 956 3101 
enquiries@bristoluniforms.com
www.bristoluniforms.com

It goes without saying 
that our garments  
always meet the national 
and international safety and 
performance standards.

But we go well beyond 
that level of service, by 
designing PPE to your 
specifications.  

That means taking account 
of every detail: including 
body shape, fabric 
combination and essential 
features like pockets, 
as well as patches and 
graphics. You name it.

The result? You get what 
you ask for. Exactly. 
Perfectly. Every time.
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