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Media Release 

 20 October 2017 

 

BRISTOL LAUNCHES NEW  

PARTICULATE PROTECTION HOOD 

 

Bristol Uniforms, a global leader in the design and manufacture of firefighter 

PPE, has launched a revolutionary new hood which is proven to be 99.8% 

efficient at filtering harmful smoke particles. 

 

The Particulate Protection Hood is made up of Dupont’s Nomex and Kevlar fibres 

with viscose in a knitted fabric, and crucially features the innovative new Nomex 

NanoFlex particulate barrier, specifically developed to prevent contamination 

from potentially harmful particles.  It has been certified to standard 

EN13911:2017 - the latest version of the CEN standard for Fire Hoods, which 

has recently been updated. 

 

The hood has been designed in direct response to recent research highlighting a 

potential link between exposure to smoke particles and higher rates of cancer 

amongst firefighters.  It specifically offers superior protection around the neck 

and upper jaw: areas of the body that are known to be particularly vulnerable to 

smoke contamination. 

 

According to Roger Startin, Joint Managing Director of Bristol Uniforms, the key 

challenge when designing the hood was to ensure that whilst offering superior 

protection against harmful particles, the new fabric combination would not 

compromise breathability or comfort, or increase the risk of heat stress: 

 

“Our primary concern is to offer maximum protection against all potential 

hazards, whether the danger is coming from fire, heat or smoke particles. In the  
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past, the most effective particle barriers have also been hot and heavy, so it has 

been a challenge to get the balance right.  

 

“The new Nomex NanoFlex is a much thinner and lighter-weight alternative, 

which we have been able to incorporate into a new superior design.  The 

Particulate Protection Hood offers very high particle filtration but is also 

comfortable, soft, and not too heavy or hot to wear.” 

 

In addition to the development of specialist PPE to prevent particle filtration, 

experts recommend that risks can be further reduced if exposed PPE is removed 

promptly and carefully following an incident, and then professionally 

decontaminated. 

 

Bristol Uniforms offers comprehensive in-house Managed Services in the UK, and 

facilities abroad managed by appointed distributors, to handle the regular 

washing and decontamination of PPE after use.  In the UK, a seven-day 

turnaround service from collection to return delivery provides garment scanning, 

washing, repair, inspection and tracking.  Bristol’s two UK Service Centres are 

also equipped to treat contaminated PPE garments, which have been exposed to 

toxic or hazardous materials and need to be cleaned in a specially controlled 

environment.    

 

For further information visit bristoluniforms.com or follow us on Twitter 

@BristolUniforms or Facebook @bristoluniforms.   

ENDS 

 

For further information about Bristol Uniforms please contact:  
 

Katy Baker at Fresh Communication on 07581 625820 or email 
katy@freshcommunication.co.uk  

 

OR 
 

Becky Feltham at Fresh Communication on 07973 939308 or email 

becky@freshcommunication.co.uk  

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/
https://twitter.com/BristolUniforms
https://www.facebook.com/BristolUniforms/
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Editor’s note: 
 

Bristol Uniforms Ltd, founded in Bristol in 1801, has been, and remains, the UK’s leading 

designer and manufacturer of protective clothing for municipal and industrial firefighters 

both in the UK and abroad with around 50% of sales being exported to over 110 

countries across the world.  The company, which also supplies specialist PPE for other 

emergency services, including the police and ambulance service, employs over 100 

people.  

 

 

 


