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Media Release 
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BRISTOL UNVEILS NEW GORE® ‘VARDE’ TECHNICAL  

RESCUE GARMENTS  

 

Bristol Uniforms, the UK’s leading designer and manufacturer of firefighting PPE, has 

unveiled brand new technical rescue garments made with the latest GORE® PYRAD 

Fabric Technology.  The new Gore® Varde jacket and trouser combination will be offered 

as part of Bristol’s RescueFlex range, offering significantly more comfort and flexibility 

for firefighters faced with technical rescue operations. 

 

The new Gore® Varde garments are particularly lightweight and breathable, whilst 

providing a high level of protection against wind, water and flame.  Crucially, this will 

allow firefighters to work in confined spaces or in adverse conditions for longer and in 

more comfort. 

 

The durable waterproof and windproof qualities of the fabric, including low water pick-up 

and quick re-dry properties, ensure protection from the elements on the outside.  At the 

same time, sweat is able to pass through the fabric from the inside, keeping the wearer 

dry and reducing the risk of heat stress.     

 

The Gore® Varde fabric is also self-extinguishing and flame retardant, protecting 

firefighters from the possible hazard of unexpected fire during a rescue operation, and 

enabling crucial escape time.  When exposed to flame, the fabric does not burn but 

forms a protective char, maintaining its physical integrity. 

 

These protective properties are inherent in just one light-weight layer, with a soft Aramid 

viscus inner-layer added for extra comfort. The jacket and trouser can be zipped 

together for optimum protection. 
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Available in high-vis yellow or orange, the Gore® Varde garments also enable 

firefighters to work in hazardous environments without the need for any additional high-

vis vests. 

 

Roger Startin, Joint Managing Director of Bristol Uniforms, comments: 

 

“Our new Gore® Varde garments feature the very latest in fabric technology and provide 

a big step forward in terms of comfort for firefighters involved in technical rescue 

operations.  

 

“Gore® Varde offers an even lighter-weight and more breathable alternative to the 

garments in our original RescueFlex range, whilst offering the same high quality 

protection,” he adds. 

 

Prototypes of the new design will be on display at forthcoming exhibitions including 

Intersec in Dubai, the AFOA Conference in Gatwick, and the LGA Fire Conference and 

Exhibition in Newcastle. For more information visit www.bristoluniforms.com or call 0117 

9563101. 

 

ENDS 

  

For further information please contact:  

 

Katy Baker at Fresh Communication on 07581 625820 

or email katy@freshcommunication.co.uk  

 

OR 

 

Becky Feltham at Fresh Communication on 07973 939308  

or email becky@freshcommunication.co.uk  
 

Editor’s note: 

 

Bristol Uniforms Ltd, founded in Bristol in 1801, has been, and remains, the UK’s leading 

designer and manufacturer of protective clothing for municipal and industrial firefighters 

both in the UK and abroad with around 50% of sales being exported to over 110 

countries across the world.  The company, which also supplies specialist PPE for other 

emergency services, including the police and ambulance service, employs over 100 

people.  
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