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In brief...
Hampshire firefighters recently took
to the streets of Portsmouth in full 
breathing apparatus carrying a giant 
ladder for charity. The crews marched 
the 10.5m piece of gear a gruelling 13 
miles from Horndean Fire Station to Gun 
Wharf Quays. The team raised money 
for The Firefighters Charity and Football 
For Cancer (FFC) with bucket collections 
on the day. Teams from Cosham, 
Waterlooville and Hordean gave up their 
own time to raise funds for the worthy 
causes. The ladder was carried by six 
people who rotated with others who had 
buckets to collect donations.
www.hantsfire.gov.uk

Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue
Service firefighters from Garston Fire 
Station have delivered a session on 
CPR and choking to Year 6 pupils at St 
Catherine of Siena primary school in 
Watford, as part of a pilot programme 
to improve lifesaving skills. The 
children received an introduction 
to basic CPR, putting their learning 
into practice on resuscitation 
mannequins. The pupils were also 
shown what to do in the event of 
someone choking, making use of a 
choke vest and one of the teachers 
for practice. The pilot training has 
been spurred on by evidence showing 
the value of First Aid. A mid-90s 
report found that 39% of deaths 
could be prevented if First Aid is given 
at the scene. In Denmark, where 
schoolchildren are trained in basic life 
support, cardiac arrest survival rates 
stand at an impressive 40%. In the 
UK, only 7%-10% of people survive a 
cardiac arrest.
www.hertsdirect.org/fire

North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue
Service (NYFRS) has officially 
launched its first Emergency 
First Responder (EFR) scheme. 
Fifteen retained firefighters at 
Pickering, Helmsley and Lythe are 
now responding to life threatening 
emergency calls at the same time as 
an ambulance. The pilot scheme is 
a joint initiative between Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service NHS Trust (YAS) 
and NYFRS. It follows the success 
of the first scheme, which has been 
running in Humberside and the East 
Riding of Yorkshire for the last two 
years; the South Yorkshire scheme, 
which was launched in October 2015 
and most recently the West Yorkshire 
initiative. Each EFR has been trained 
in basic life support, cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation (CPR) and oxygen 
therapy. They are equipped with 
a kit that includes oxygen and an 
automated external defibrillator 
(AED) to help patients in a medical 
emergency such as a heart attack, 
collapse or breathing difficulties.
www.northyorksfire.gov.uk

Bristol’s product innovation and development 
facility expands

Welsh emergency services test flooding resilience

Primetech announces partnership with XTAR

Bristol Uniforms’ Product 
Innovation and Development 
(PID) facility, the nerve centre for 
all new product development, has 

In April, South Wales Fire and 
Rescue Service (SWFRS) hosted 
over 15 organisations, with 250 
personnel, from the emergency 
services and voluntary agencies 
as part of Exercise Polygon - a 
resilience test of emergency 
response should South Wales be 
hit by severe flooding similar to 
Cumbria or Somerset.

Since 2013, SWFRS has attended 
over 220 water rescues in its 
area, which has seen 10 fatalities 
and 36 injuries.

Locations in Newport, Cardiff 
and Bridgend were used to create 
challenging scenarios for the crews 
involved from the three Welsh 
FRSs, RNLI, RSPCA Cymru, South 

Primetech (UK), a leading 
pioneer of advanced 
communications solutions for 
emergency services, government 
departments, businesses and 
armed forces, has announced 
its partnership with XTAR, a 
US based commercial X-band 
satellite operator, to enable end-
to-end secure, SATCOM based 
mobile communications services 
for government, emergency 
service, police, security and 
military customers.

This partnership combines 
Primetech’s proven ability to 
deliver portable incident ground 
communications over mobile 
satellite broadband systems, 
with XTAR’s high throughput 
X-band space segment that 
offers dedicated, non pre-
emptible service to small and 
mobile terminals. 

As emergency services look 
to respond to all types of 
incident, regardless of terrain, 
weather or situation, this new 
partnership will offer them a 
mobile, always-on, all-weather, 
all-terrain solution that will 

meet the increasing demands on 
their resources.

Henry Walker, Technical 
Director of Primetech, said, “The 
addition of the XTAR dedicated 
government and military services 
frequencies, in conjunction 
with the world leading C-COM 
Satellite range of Drive and Fly 
Away antennas, strengthens 
our portfolio of solutions for 
emergency services as they 
move into a new era of shared 
resources and collaboration. We 
are delighted to be partnering 
with XTAR.”
www.primetech.co.uk

expanded its team and moved into 
a new custom designed studio.

Bristol’s specialist technical 
designers use the latest Computer 
Aided Design (CAD) software 
to create new state-of-the-
art product ranges. They have 
recently welcomed a new designer 
to their team, and are enjoying a 
spacious new studio at the heart 
of Bristol’s factory in Staple Hill, 
which dates back to 1899.

The refurbished space has 
a contemporary feel whilst 
celebrating the history and style of 
the Victorian building. It boasts high 
vaulted ceilings, exposed original 
brickwork, and is flooded with 
natural light from large windows 
that span the length of the room. 

This world class facility, which 
has been designing PPE for the 
emergency services for the last 
50 years, is where all of Bristol’s 

Wales and Gwent Police, Maritime 
& Coastguard Agency, Rapid 
Relief Team, Cardiff International 
White Water and other voluntary 
agencies such as SARA, CAVRA 
and the Mountain Rescue Group.

SWFRS Group Manager Andy 
Davison, Exercise Director, said, 
“This was one of the biggest 
exercises in Wales this year 
and is about ensuring that as 
a service and beyond, we are 
able to effectively deal with 
flooding incidents, keeping our 
communities safe and hopefully 
reducing damage where possible.

“While it is unlikely that South 
Wales will suffer severe flooding 
in the immediate future, with the 

cutting-edge product ranges, 
such as XFlex and LayerFlex, are 
developed. Bristol’s highly skilled 
technical designers carry out 
research into new materials and 
develop new prototype garments, 
which are assessed before being 
sent for external testing and 
certification. They are also trialled 
by firefighters in the field.

Roger Startin, Joint Managing 
Director of Bristol Uniforms, said, 
“Our new PID facility reflects 
Bristol’s up-to-the-minute design 
and technology capabilities, 
whilst embracing our legacy and 
highlighting the distinctive features 
of this historical building. The 
interior design was very much a 
team effort, with our designers 
involved in every detail from the 
low energy lighting to the sliding 
doors to conceal storage space.”
www.bristoluniforms.com

onset of global warming we are 
seeing an increase of 1 in a 100 
year flooding events all around 
the UK. Exercise Polygon ensures 
that we are able to mobilise and 
effectively deal with any flooding 
incidents that do occur. We also 
work closely with the Met Office 
and their teams to monitor the 
weather systems to ensure that we 
can alert our communities to any 
potential flooding in their area.”

Exercise Polygon was 
established through the All Wales 
Inland Water Rescue Group, 
which has members represented 
from the 15 organisations 
involved with the exercise.
www.southwales-fire.gov.uk

Bristol’s new PID facility


