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Welcome to our summer 2016 edition 
 

Exhibition reports 
 
Intersec, Dubai 
 

The Gulf’s principal fire show proved to be a major draw for 
visitors across the Gulf States and wider Middle East region as 
well as further afield. We were strongly supported by visits to our 
stand from UAE, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Egypt and 

Iran. Our distributors from China and Australia also visited us 
during the show which presented an ideal opportunity to discuss 
and progress our mutual interests in both these developing 

markets. 
 
Attendance at the show was 
encouraging and our larger 

stand provided scope to exhibit 
more of our product range and latest PPE developments. As well as a 
good number of potential new customers, we also got to talk to some 
established specialist distributors who have expressed an interest in 

developing new business for Bristol products in the region. For Bristol, 
the levels of activity on our stand was up on last year and we have 
high hopes of generating good levels of new business over the coming 
year. 

 
AFOA, Gatwick Airport, London 
 
Held this year at the Hilton Hotel at London’s Gatwick Airport in 

late January, this year’s AFOA Conference attracted a record 
attendance of over 200 delegates drawn not only from the UK’s 
airport fire services but from a number of county and city region 
fire and rescue services. This trend reflects the growing levels of 

cooperation between fire services based inside and outside 
airports. With airport fire services being responsible for ever 
larger building complexes, there are more areas of common 
interest in the types of fire or rescue operations both train for, 

and respond to. 
 
We used our presence there to focus attention on our LayerFlex™ layered firefighter garment and 
XFlex™ incorporating Gore’s new Parallon, a lightweight, breathable and waterproof combined moisture 

and thermal barrier. 
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Joint CFOA-FIRESA Seminar, Fire Service College 

 
This event was billed as, ‘an essential two-day Seminar and Product 
Showcase for UK fire-fighting suppliers, practitioners across the Fire 
and Rescue Services and, indeed, anyone with an interest in the 

evolution taking place within the Services’. With radical changes to our 
Fire and Rescue Services gaining ever-growing momentum, their 
collective mode of operation is becoming very different and clearly, 
much of this will be driven by a pro-active and co-operative 

partnership of the FRSs with the suppliers to the sector. 
 
This year’s conference and exhibition was the second to be held as a 
joint event with the Fire Industry Association (FIA) and the Fire & 

Rescue Suppliers Association (FIRESA), of which Bristol is a founder 
member. The two days offered us a useful opportunity to meet with 
senior officers from many of the UK’s FRSs and to show our 
LayerFlex™ and XFlex™ garments. 

 
SICUR, Madrid 
 

Visitor quality was excellent and we were able to identify a large 

number of promising leads which indicate that 2016 should be a 
busy year for us in the Spanish market. Being able to talk to so 
many potential end-users has been particularly helpful in 
developing our product strategy in terms of design requirements 

in this demanding technical market. 
 
This year we took a larger 
stand at SICUR which certainly 

paid off in terms of exposure 
and the number of visitors we attracted throughout the show. Roger 
and Paul were supported on the stand by staff members of our 
distributor Total Safety Clean. An added bonus was the web exposure 

for Bristol from the interview on web-based local Bomberos TV (right) 
which is broadcast to all Spanish firefighters. Paco Griso, the head of 
Total Safety Clean, was interviewed on the stand and allowed us to 
bring the design concepts of our latest PPE to a much wider audience. 

 
CFOA Spring Conference, Nottingham 
 
This year’s CFOA Spring Conference was held at the Belfry Hotel 

in Nottingham over two days in April and focussed on the move of 
fire policy to the Home Office, along with the government’s 
response to the consultation on enabling collaboration between 
emergency services. 

 
Bristol was one of the main sponsors at the conference and again 
we took the opportunity to highlight our LayerFlex and XFlex 

ranges.  
 
Future exhibitions 
 

Our planned support for major exhibitions and trade shows through 2016 is now complete, although 
we will continue to look for other opportunities to support our distributors in the regions throughout the 
year. Full details can be found on our website at Exhibitions. 
 

• AFAC, Australia, Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, 30 August - 1 September 
• Emergency Services Show, NEC, Birmingham, UK, 21-22 September 
• Intersec, Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Centre, 22 – 24 January 2017  

 

 

 

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/exhibitions_2
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Technical update 

 
Developments involving four standards which relate to firefighter PPE have taken place since our winter 

Newsletter. The next meeting for the CEN TC162 WG2 is currently underway, taking place from 17-19 
May 2016 in Helsinki. 
 
Revision of EN469 (structural PPE) 

There are no proposals for a new revision, further discussions on the way forward are on the agenda 
for the next meeting in Helsinki. 
 
prEN16689 (Technical Rescue PPE) 

A new extended deadline has been agreed for the final draft to be submitted in order that the CEN 
Consultant’s comments can be addressed. 
 
Revision of EN13911 (fire hoods) 

A new deadline reactivating the Work Item has been allowed for the final draft of the revision. This has 
been allowed so the CEN Consultant comments can be addressed. 
 
EN 15614 (Wildland PPE) 

A draft has been prepared for first enquiry in CEN and as a Committee Draft in ISO. 
 
CEN Consultants 
Procedural changes within CEN mean that all EN standards now have to be given a positive assessment 

by the New Approach Consultant in order to be classed as a Harmonised Standard. The New Approach 
Consultants are contracted to the EU commission and CEN CMC. There have been substantial periods 
over the last two years when there was a delay in the contracts being agreed and this, in turn, has 
caused considerable problems in getting revisions and new work items assessed and approved as a 

Harmonised Standard. 
 
CPCC Technology Refresh 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The new range of head-to-toe garments including helmets, fire hoods, gloves and boots is now 

available, adding further to the choice of PPE available to CPCC Users. 
 
Lincolnshire Fire & Rescue are the first to place an order for 1900 new CPCC XFlex Structural Fire Coat 
and Trouser sets, as well as 1600 Bristol Flash Hoods, due to be delivered by the end of the year. 

 
Joining the CPCC is free and offers the most flexible range of procurement options available.  These 
include Purchase only (PO), Purchase Managed Services (PMS) and Fully Managed Services (FMS), the 
latter offering the full flexibility of a lease contract.  In many cases, these options will provide 

considerable savings on operational costs.  
 
Any FRS interested in joining the CPCC is very welcome to contact us to discuss the many advantages 
of procuring PPE through the scheme. 
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The Product Innovation and Development department (PID) 

 
With product innovation and new 
product development becoming 
increasingly important as a route to 

sustained growth, we have recently 
completed a major refurbishment 
and expansion of what was our 
technical department. The new 

name reflects the importance of, 
and emphasis we have placed on, 
the key role this part of our 
business will play in the future. 

 
Increasingly close collaboration with 
our major fabric suppliers and 
attention to ergonomics has helped 

in our efforts to stretch out our lead 
as an innovator in specialist 
emergency services PPE. The very 
nature of the technical fabrics we use to achieve the levels of protection our customers require for their 

front line staff means that the way we design our garments, with advanced cut and styling and the 
methods we use to bring together all the layers during the creative and manufacturing processes, is 
vitally important in achieving the highest levels of comfort, performance and durability. 
 

Helena Hobbs, our Development Designer who has been with us for 
almost 20 years, reflected on her time with the company and said, 
after moving back into the newly refurbished PID, “Over the years I 
have seen considerable expansion in the resources, both equipment 

and staff, dedicated to this important part of our business. This is 
the first time that such a major works programme 
has been undertaken and it required the team to 
vacate its offices, but it has been worth the wait. 

After some weeks in temporary accommodation, we 
have recently been able to move back.  
 
The transformation is impressive. We now have 

natural light from above as the original north-facing 
roof lights have been exposed, giving us a much 
airier environment, improved natural light and more 
resonant acoustics. Our enlarged floor space and re-

positioned entrance has also meant we now have better access to the manufacturing and sales areas, 
with whom we work very closely.” 
 
Business news 

 
Cambridgeshire FRS has taken delivery of its new 
XFlex™ and RescueFlex PPE, which was rolled out in 

April. The distinctive new protective kit in dark navy 
and orange consists of over 6,500 items including a 
Bristol fire hood, Bristol leather structural glove, 
technical rescue glove and leather firefighter boots,  

which are being worn by more than 500 operational 
staff. 
 
Cambridgeshire FRS opted for a Lease Managed 

Service on a ten-year contract. It will see all the new 
PPE regularly serviced by Bristol on a pre-arranged 
maintenance cycle, providing regular inspection, repair, washing, decontamination where required, 
condition coding and return within a 7-day turnaround.  
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All Wales FRS 

A new contract to supply a managed service, won in a recent 
tender from one of our major competitors, came into operation in 
mid-April.  Although Wales still has three FRS, this contract has 
been arranged to include each of them with the same 

comprehensive garment maintenance service across the country. 
This is a major success for us as it involves around 3,500 
firefighters. The logistical arrangements have been tailored to the 
needs of each FRS. South Wales now has a collect and deliver 

service from all 52 locations, Mid and West Wales from all 27 
locations and North Wales from two strategic locations. 
 
Airports 

XFlex™ is rapidly gaining popularity with UK airports. Amongst a number of 
recent orders is one from Glasgow Airport which took delivery during February of 
60 sets in Paris Blue TITAN 1220 outershell. The contract also includes a 
managed service provision. Isle of Man Airport has ordered 54 sets in the same 

product specification. Highlands & Islands Airports are in the process of renewing 
their previous Bristol kit with XFlex™, again in Paris Blue. The original PPE will 
eventually all be replaced over the coming 12-18 months. 

 

Bristol in the media 
 
International Fire Fighter magazine published an article by Bristol on PPE 
procurement in March. Firefighter PPE Procurement – the Essentials looks at the key 

aspects on which the selection of the right PPE for the firefighters’ working 
environment depend. The article has also been published in Gulf Fire.   
 
Our strategy to become increasingly self-reliant in terms of the 

range of PPE garments we manufacture ourselves was the 
subject of an article which appeared in the March issue of Fire. 
Entitled Building reliability through resilience – keeping it all ‘in-
house’, looks at the user benefits of using suppliers whose 

approach to meeting their customers’ needs focuses on how best to have full control 
over the entire process from product inception and design, through manufacture to 
long term garment maintenance. It includes a checklist of the key attributes which 
users should consider when arriving at their preferred supplier choices. 

 
With the continuing interest being shown in the new range of firefighter PPE which 
forms part of the CPCC PPE offering following the mid-term technology refresh, Fire 
Product Search has published an article which looks in detail at the full range of PPE 

and station wear which forms part of the comprehensive clothing range available to 
CPCC Users through until the end of the 15 year contract early in the 2020s. The 
article was published in late February and can be viewed at New CPCC PPE range. 
 

Contributions 
 
If you have any news or views you would like to have included, as well as any photographs of your 

teams or your customers’ activities, please send them to us using the contact details below. 
 
Contacts 

• Philip Tasker, UK Sales Director philip.tasker@bristoluniforms.com  

• Katy Baker and Becky Feltham at Fresh Communication: 
katy@freshcommunication.co.uk/07581 625820 and 
becky@freshcommunication.co.uk/07973 939308 

 

The next edition of the Newsletter will be the winter 2016 issue which we plan to publish in 
November. 
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