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Welcome to our winter 2015 edition 
 
Exhibitions  
 
This past year has been a particularly important one for us as a number of the largest, and most 
influential, fire and safety exhibitions have taken place in different parts of the world in the same year. 
As uniquely valuable opportunities for us to exhibit our latest PPE designs, exhibitions, and in some 
instances the conferences which run alongside them, bring together all parties to the specification 
procurement and deployment of emergency services PPE. They provide an invaluable meeting place at 
which to demonstrate the practical features and benefits of our product developments and discuss trends 
and changes in the needs of our industry. 
 
Interschutz 2015 
 

As the world’s largest dedicated fire exhibition, which is held every five 
years in Germany, the importance attached to this six day show is 
evident from the large number of both exhibitors and visitors that 
Interschutz attracts. 2015 turned out to be another record with 
attendance over the six days up to 157,000, an increase of 32,000 on 
2010. The number of visitors from the emergency and security services 
and industry increased by 30%, and 15% (23,000) of all visitors came 
from abroad. 
 
A total of 1,500 exhibitors from 51 countries attended this year’s 
exhibition taking 106,000m2 of floor space within Hannover’s huge 
convention centre, the Messe. The three nations with the largest 
contingent of exhibitors were China (121), USA (90) and Italy (90). 
  

From Bristol’s standpoint, this year’s show was more successful than any previous occasions we have 
exhibited. The show was very well attended, as we had expected, and several of our distributors brought 
some high calibre end users to our stand for discussions and to view the garments we had on display.  

Over 30 distributors visited our stand during the week, representing over 
45 countries and coming from as far away as Australia, New Zealand, 
Japan and Chile. Most of our European distributors made the journey to 
Germany to see our new products, including LayerFlex™, which were on 
prominent display and we came away with an encouraging number of 

enquiries from end users and distributors, with particular interest being 
shown in the recently introduced model using Nomex® Pro Viz and 3DP. 
There was interest in the Gore® Parallon™ system and also in the newly 
styled XFlex™ garment that we displayed it on. We also had on show our 
Bristol range of fire gloves and fire hoods which also generated plenty of 
interest.  
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Our two-tiered exhibition stand, the largest we have built for 

international exhibitions to date and, also, the first time we’ve provided 
two levels for promoting our increasingly wide range of emergency 
services PPE. The design drew many positive comments from customers 
as well as representatives from the fire industry from over 60 countries, 
many of whom we had not previously met. They were particularly 
complimentary about the design and the quality of our exhibits. 
 
Emergency Services Show 2015 
 
Held in what could be argued to be one of the most important years for the emergency services and their 
suppliers in recent times, the show lived up to its well-earned reputation for being the biggest and best 
exhibition for our sector in the UK’s annual calendar of events. An extension of the economic austerity 
programme, confirmed following the election of a new government earlier in the year, coupled with the 
emphasis on, and drive for, greater collaboration amongst the emergency services, is providing both 

users and suppliers with both new and changing challenges. 
 
With over 400 exhibitors supporting the show this year at the National 
Exhibition Centre, the event again attracted a record attendance over the 
two days of the show. Bristol signed up early and took the prime position 
next to the main entrance to the main exhibition hall which maximised 
footfall and certainly attracted a high number of good quality visitors 

throughout the two days.  
 

2015 not only marks the year as one of continuing 
product innovation but also the launch of the new 
CPCC (Central PPE and Clothing Contract) range of 
firefighter garments following the comprehensive mid-term two year technology 
refresh programme which began in 2013 (see section later in the Newsletter). 
The range (shown left) includes new structural, technical rescue and wildland PPE 
which are based on the XFlex™ system. New fabrics, introduced since the ICP 
launched in 2008, have been used and new features added. The head-to-toe PPE 
range now includes Bristol’s own manufactured gloves and fire hoods 
complemented by new helmets and boots. The new range, accompanied by 
station wear, attracted much interest. 
 
 

The use of new colours as well as new fabrics, including Hainsworth’s new TITAN® 
range using both Nomex® and PBI® fibres and Gore® Parallon™ fabric, made for 
a colourful display as well as the opportunity to show just how many outerlayer 
options there now are to provide fire and rescue services with distinctly different 
visual identities. The broadening of the range of fabric and colour options for 
LayerFlex™ added further interest to the scope of product innovation seen over the 
past 12-18 months. 
 

A+A 2015 

The 30th A+A in Düsseldorf attracted 1,887 exhibitors from 57 
countries and was visited by 65,000 visitors over the four days of 
the show. This was 2,000 more than the previous show in 2013. 
30% of all visitors were internationals, representing 80 countries, a 

substantial increase on the previous show. 
 
This year, despite being held in the same year as Interschutz, there 
was plenty of activity and interest on our stand. We welcomed 
several distributors to our stand, including those from Saudi Arabia 
and Israel, and picked up a good number of leads from countries 
where we are not currently represented.  
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CFOA Conference 

 
This year’s CFOA Conference was held in Nottingham and well-attended 
with over 60 delegates from amongst senior fire officers from fire & 
rescue services across the UK.  Also attending were government 
representatives and invited manufacturers including Bristol Uniforms 
and WL Gore. Bristol had the opportunity to make a joint presentation 
with Gore. UK Sales Director, Philip Tasker, outlined the development 
of layered garments and the early success this had brought about in 
securing the LayerFlex™ contract with Greater Manchester FRS which 
was recently deployed across the city region’s 41 fire stations. 
 
AFAC, Australia 
 
Once again, AFAC was a busy and well-attended 

exhibition this year as we were there in support of our 
distributor, PAC Fire. Roger Startin joined PAC Fire’s 
Paul Clark and Kerry Lovett to welcome the many 
visitors to the stand from across Australia as well as 
New Zealand and other parts of the Asia Pacific region. 
AFAC is a key opportunity for manufacturers and 
suppliers of fire industry products and services to 

showcase their new products. Bristol products on the 
stand included XFlex™ and RescueFlex™. Roger 
commented after the show, “We were pleased with the 
level of interest shown in our latest garments and 
would like to thank the PAC Fire team for their continued support and hard work they put in on our behalf 
across Australia”. 
 
OFSEC, Oman 
 
Held in mid-September at Oman’s International Exhibition Centre in Muscat, OFSEC was the first fire 
show in the Sultanate of Oman and adds to the number of important exhibitions in the region for our 
markets. Our distributor, Integrated Engineering Solutions (IES) saw the show as an excellent 
opportunity to showcase their full offering, including Bristol’s PPE.  Other suppliers joined IES for this 
show which underlines their respect for IES and confidence in their ability to grow their respective market 
shares.  A number of key end users visited the stand including Civil Defence and the Royal Oman Navy 

who have opened doors for us to develop commercial opportunities with them. 
 

Future exhibitions 

We are continuing to plan our exhibition programme for 2016. These are the exhibitions we have booked 
to attend so far – details of which can be found on our website at our news page 

 Intersec, Dubai, 17-19 January  

 AFOA, Gatwick Airport, UK, 20-21 January 
 SICUR, Madrid, Spain, 23-26 February 
 LGA Conference, City Centre Marriott Hotel, Bristol, 8-9 March  
 CFOA Conference, 12-13 April 
 FDIC, Indianapolis, USA, 18-23 April            
 Emergency Services Show, NEC, 21-22 September 

 

Technical update 

Developments involving four standards which relate to firefighter PPE have taken place since our summer 
Newsletter was published in May. The next meeting for the CEN TC162 WG2 is set for 17-19 May 2016 
in Helsinki. 
 
Revision of EN469 (structural PPE) 
The Unique Acceptance Procedure (UAP) for prEN469:2015 failed the vote with 24 countries taking part. 

This means that EN469:2005 is the current version and there are no immediate plans for revision. 

 

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/news.htm
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prEN16689 (Technical Rescue PPE) 

A draft has been submitted to CEN for the preparation of the formal vote later in 2015. 
 
Revision of EN13911 (fire hoods) 
A draft has been submitted to CEN for the preparation of the formal vote later in 2015. 

 
EN 15614 (Wildland PPE) 
The Wildland standard is being revised along with ISO 15384 under the Vienna Agreement with ISO lead. 

The first meeting of the Project Group was held at Centexbel before the WG2 and a draft is being prepared 

for first enquiry. 

 

The CPCC Technology Refresh programme is complete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Technology Refresh programme for the CPCC which began in late 2013 has now been completed. A 
new range of firefighter PPE has been unveiled following the extensive field trials of a number of 
alternative constructions in early to mid-2014 and the subsequent six month wearer trials conducted by 
all nine existing ICP Users which were completed at the end of last year.  
 
The new range, which is now available, is additional to the original designs introduced in 2008, and will 
add further to the choice available to participating fire and rescue services. The new structural, wildland 
and technical rescue garments were exhibited for the first time at the recent Emergency Services Show 
at The National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham. A new range of head-to-toe garments including helmets, 
fire hoods, gloves and boots complete the new range which has attracted much interest amongst non-

user fire services. 
 
A decision to join the CPCC is totally free of fees and costs. Additionally, it offers the most flexible range 
of procurement options available by including Purchase Only (PO), Purchase Managed Service (PMS) and 
Fully Managed Service (FMS), the latter offering the full flexibility of a lease contract. Together, these 
could potentially yield considerable operational cost savings over the coming 10 years.   
 
Taken collectively, these benefits make this an ideal time for non CPCC user FRS to consider 

their options and to re-assess the potential advantages of procuring their PPE, as well as a 

comprehensive range of station wear, corporate wear and undress wear, through the scheme 

from next year. 

 
DuPont™ Nomex® Innovation Award 

Bristol was announced as one of only four winners of this year’s DuPont™ Nomex® 
Innovation Award at Interschutz 2015. The award recognises innovation, quality 
and authenticity. It commends the companies within the DuPont™ Nomex® 
Partner Program which demonstrate excellence according to four strict criteria. In 
order to receive an award, the product must be notably different from existing 
solutions, address specific customer needs, be innovative in terms of design or 
system integration and provide added performance or functionality. The award was 
won for our new LayerFlex™ PPE in which the “XFlex” outer jacket and trousers 

are made with Nomex® 3DP and the “RescueFlex” inner jacket is made with 
Nomex® Provis. 
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New products 

Since May, there have been several product developments 
including the extension of the LayerFlex™ range, the use of 
the new Gore® Parallon™ fabric and the introduction of a new 
EN469:2005 Level 2 firefighter motorcycle suit (right) . These 
are in addition to the new CPCC range previewed above. 
 
The LayerFlex™ range has been expanded. There is now a choice 
of two colours for the RescueFlex™ - high visibility red and yellow 
(left). The XFlex™ Outer Coat and Trouser are now available in 
PBI Matrix®, the original fabric, as well as Hainsworth TITAN 
1260, Hainsworth TITAN 1220 and Nomex 3DP®. 
 

The new firefighter Level 2 bike suit was shown for the first time at Interschutz and is 
now available along with the Level 1 protective garment introduced in late 2012. The 

new kit has a blue outer fabric and is fitted with removable back, shoulder, elbow, hip and knee 
protectors. These are lightweight, breathable and flexible and meet EN1621-1: 2012 Level 2.  
 
Business news 
 

Cambridgeshire FRS, with 600 firefighters, has recently signed up to become another new 
user of Bristol PPE when it confirmed that it will be adopting our XFlex™ PPE (right) as part 
of a 10 year head-to-toe Fully Managed Service contract from early 2016. This involves 
leasing the kit which will also include include a Bristol fire hood, Bristol leather structural 
glove, technical rescue glove and leather firefighter boots.  

Shropshire FRS have recently become a new customer with a good order for navy and red 
station wear from the CPCC range. This includes approximately 1,300 shirts, 1,000 pairs of 

trousers in navy and 2,000 red T-shirts for their 700 firefighters Delivery is due imminently. 
 

Manchester Airports Group recently took delivery of its new XFlex™ 
garments which fulfilled the contract awarded last year and will cover the 
PPE requirements of  Stansted, Bournemouth, East Midlands and 
Manchester airports which together serve around 42 million passengers 
a year. The picture (left) shows the Manchester Airport team in their new 
kit along with their fire tenders on the runway at the airport located south 
of Manchester at Ringway. 
 
 

Cheshire and Jersey Fire and Rescue Services have both chosen garments from the RescueFlex™ 
range for use in a variety of non-structural operational activities. Initial orders have been placed. 
 

Bristol in the news 
 
Two major new contracts have been covered in the media since the last Newsletter, along with two 
articles covering gender equality in PPE and the development of a layered approach to garment selection. 
All these items can be read in full on the news pages of our website. Links to the various items will get 
you straight to the news or articles. 
 
Emergency Services Times published an article in their August issue which Bristol 

examines some of the factors which are of particular importance in providing male and 
female emergency services personnel with PPE suited to their operational needs. It looks 
at female PPE sizing, shape and fit as well as the need for more two-piece garments to 
be provided where traditionally only one-piece protective coveralls or overalls have been 
used. Gender Equality. 
     

The news of the recent Cambridgeshire FRS contract was 
covered in a number of the magazines in July and August at 
Cambridgeshire FRS. 

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/gender-equality-in-ppe
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/cambridgeshire-frs-adopts-bristol


 

6 | P a g e  

 

Fire & Rescue’s August (Q3) issue carried a feature on layered garments (left) following 

Bristol’s introduction of LayerFlex™, the first layered firefighter PPE to fully meet the 
operational requirements of all three EN PPE standards. Layered PPE.  
 
International Fire Fighter ran a report on our presence at 
Interschutz in June. Follow the link to Interschutz creates a buzz 
for Bristol. 
 
In September’s Fire Middle East (FME) journal we had an article published 
looking at the Challenges facing firefighters at sea and how Bristol’s Fleet Suit 

has become a head-to-toe solution for personal protection when fighting marine fires on oil 
and gas production platforms and onboard ship fires.  
 
New requirements for certification of protective clothing for fire-fighting under the Marine 
Equipment Directive (MarED) were introduced in 2011. Amendments to the directive 

(96/98/EC) now include the established EN 469:2005 as the standard against which basic 
marine fire-fighting PPE can be used for certification. The standards for close proximity PPE 
are EN 1486 and ISO 15538, for boots EN 15090, gloves EN 659 and helmets EN 443. A 
relatively recent international standard, ISO 22488:2011, is also available for shipboard fire-
fighter outfits. 
 
Social media update  

 
We are available on the four social media sites Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Google+ 
 

 

                             
 
Future editions 
T L   
Whilst using this publication communicate news and developments at Bristol, along with changes 
occurring in the environment in which we all work, we would appreciate your involvement, as our 
customer, by asking you to alert us to any interesting PPE news stories or images you may have. In 
particular, we would be interested in hearing about any involvement of your teams, or individual 
firefighters, in unusual situations or on special missions. These could include training roles for either 
other UK FRS or supporting overseas brigades. With the growing involvement of UK FRS in emergency 
rescue and relief missions across the world, as well as professional training, pictures and news of 

humanitarian relief operations both in the UK and abroad would be welcome. We are happy to share 
your experiences with others.  
 
The next edition of the Newsletter will be the summer 2016 issue which we plan to publish in May. 
 
Contacts 
 

Our Newsletter is being edited by RSL Associates on behalf of Bristol Uniforms.  
 
The contact at Bristol is Philip Tasker at philip.tasker@bristoluniforms.com.  

 
To contact me, Richard Storey, at RSL Associates, please call on 07970 863251 or email 
richard@rslassociates.co.uk.  
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