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Welcome to our summer 2015 edition. 
 
In this issue, the withdrawal of the proposed new structural firefighter standard EN469:2014 by CEN will 
be the key focus of attention. Our first feature will be a detailed report on this move, why it has been 
withdrawn, and the current status of EN469. 
 
Technical Update 
 
EN469: 2014 

A statement issued by CEN confirms that the reference EN 469:2014 ‘Protective clothing for 
firefighters - Performance requirements for protective clothing for firefighting’ was published 
by mistake in the OJEU (Official Journal of the European Union) under the PPE directive 89/686/EC. 
 
Unfortunately, the content of that standard is not correct and it should have not been sent to the EC for 
listing in the OJEU: 

 The normative reference to prEN ISO 9151:2013 is incorrect (this has been addressed in the 

interim by a VG5 Technical Sheet). 

 The content of clause 5.2 is incorrect and would require pre-treatment before and after most 

tests, increasing manufacturer's costs. 

CEN/BT, during its last meeting in March 2014, took a decision to withdraw EN 469:2014, to activate EN  
469:2005, to cancel the UAP (Unique Acceptance Procedure) on the Amendment A1:2015 and to adopt 

a new work item for a new version of EN 469. 

Clarification from the Technical Board (BT) of the process and future plans included the following;  
 
DECISION BT 11/2015 Subject: Withdrawal of EN 469:2014 ‘Protective clothing for 
firefighters - Performance requirements for protective clothing for firefighting’ BT,  

- noting that;  
• the published EN 469:2014 ‘Protective clothing for firefighters - Performance requirements for 

protective clothing for firefighting’ (WI 00162312) is not correct;  

• the amendment to correct EN 469:2014 (WI 00162374) will not be ready before June 2015;  

• the DOW (Date of Withdrawal) for EN 469:2014 (WI 00162312) was 31 January 2015.  

- decides to;  

• withdraw EN 469:2014 ‘Protective clothing for firefighters Performance requirements for protective 

clothing for firefighting’ (WI 00162312);  

• stop the intended submission of EN 469:2014/FprA1 (WI 00162374) to UAP 

• reactivate EN 469:2005 (WI 00162143); 

• create a NWI (New work item) for the revision of EN 469:2005 (WI 00162143) following the 

shortened UAP (3 months);  

• ask CCMC (Commission For Case Manager Certification) to inform the Commission about the 

withdrawal of the standard.”  
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The new version of EN 469 will consist of the content of the withdrawn EN 469:2014 and including 

the changes of the (planned) Amendment A1:2015, whose UAP was stopped by the BT decision. 

Additional changes are not possible as the new version of EN 469 will be adopted by UAP. Any additional 

changes, beside the changes adopted by decision CEN/TC 162 C 373/2014 could lead to new controversy.  

This new version of EN469 will be sent to CCMC for a shortened (3-month) UAP. 

Other standards in development 

Technical Rescue - prEN 16689  

Ivan Rich is the Project Leader for this WG2 committee. The second enquiry has been completed and is 
being prepared for a vote by members by August. Subject to formal approval the new standard is due 
to be published by the end of 2015.  
 

Firefighter Fire Hood - prEN 13911 

This standard has now completed its second enquiry and the WG will be meeting in Iceland during April 
to address any comments and, subject to agreement, to prepare a final draft for a formal vote. This is 
expected to be completed by the end of August with publication by the end of 2015. 
 
Exhibition reports 
 
Intersec, Dubai 
 

Once again Intersec lived up to its reputation as the leading Security and 
Safety exhibition in the Gulf, possibly the world. The recent show featured 
1,234 exhibitors and welcomed more than 27,300 visitors from 120 countries 
which made it the largest Intersec ever. 
 
For Bristol, this was an opportunity to meet our Middle East distributors and a 

few from outside the region who had come to take advantage of the 
opportunities this major event offers. It provided the chance to discuss 
business potential for the coming year and meet prospective new customers. 

We generated a number of interesting leads which are now being followed up. Roger Startin and Paul 
Gibson were in Dubai to represent the Company (pictured above). 
 
AFOA Conference, Dublin  

 
Held in mid-January at Dublin Airport’s Radisson Blu Hotel, the conference 
once again attracted a record number of delegates. Around 160 senior FCOs 
and Airport Managers came together from across the UK to hear 
presentations on a range of topics including airport security, ARFF and 
training. Philip Tasker represented Bristol. Details can be obtained from the 
AFOA Conference report.  

 
LGA Conference, Newcastle  

 

The majority of fire services were represented by their Chief Fire 

Officers, many accompanied by their Deputies or Assistants and other 

members of their senior management teams.  

 

Held in March at the Hilton Hotel, Gateshead, the keynote speakers 

included both the Fire Minister and the Shadow Fire Minister attracting 

senior members of the Fire Brigades Union (FBU). It was very well 

attended and provided an ideal opportunity to meet up with existing 

users and potential customers alike.  

 

We were showcasing both PBI and Nomex® PPE, alongside our own Bristol hood and own brand structural 

fire glove. Particular interest was shown in our new LayerFlex™ Garment. Next year, the LGA Conference 

returns to the City of Bristol.  

http://www.afoa.co.uk/conference.html
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Future exhibitions 

We are continuing to plan our exhibition programme for 2015 and into 2016. These are the exhibitions 
we have booked to attend so far – details of which can be found on our website at our news page 

 Interschutz, Hannover, Germany, 8-13 June, Hall 12 D67 

 CFOA Conference, London, 24-26 June 

 AFAC, Adelaide, Australia, 1-3 September 

 OFSEC, Oman, 14-16 September 

 Emergency Services Show, NEC, Birmingham,  23-24 September, J3 

 A+A, Messe Dusseldorf, Germany, 27-30 October, Hall 5 5A28 

 Intersec, Dubai,  17-19 January 2016 

 AFOA, Gatwick Airport, UK, 20-21 January 

 LGA Conference, City Centre Marriott Hotel, Bristol, 8-9 March   

 

Interschutz, held every five years, is one of the largest international 

exhibitions for the world’s fire and rescue services. We will be there showing 

our latest PPE and welcoming a number of our distributors from around 

Europe and beyond. 

 
CPCC Technology Refresh 
 

The Technology Refresh programme is nearing completion with the CPCC User Group having recently 
met to agree the range of structural garments to be added to the existing CPCC range from November.  
 
The agreed offering will be finalised over the coming couple of months to go forward to the Crown 
Commercial Service for final approval by September. 
 
A decision to join the CPCC is totally free of fees and costs. Additionally, it offers the most flexible range 
of procurement options available by including Purchase Only (PO), Purchase Managed Service (PMS) and 

Fully Managed Service (FMS), the latter offering the full flexibility of a lease contract. Together, these 
could potentially yield considerable operational cost savings over the coming 10 years.   
 
Taken collectively, these benefits make this an ideal time for non CPCC user FRS to consider 
their options and to re-assess the potential advantages of procuring their PPE, as well as a 
comprehensive range of station wear, corporate wear and undress wear, through the scheme 
from this year. 

 
Business news 

Scottish Fire & Rescue Service has confirmed a replacement order for 
344 coats and 388 trousers. In due course, new arrangements will 
emerge for tendering for the contract to supply PPE for the whole of 
Scotland. 
 

Cambridgeshire FRS has awarded their PPE supply contract to Bristol 
following a competitively contested tender process. 
 

Lincolnshire FRS has recently placed an order for 700 replacement helmets and will 
have the benefit of being able to use the new Gallet Helmet recently included in the 
CPCC PPE range. 
 

Avon FRS has ordered 5800 station wear garments (left) for their male and 
female staff. The order includes almost 3000 navy work trousers and over 
2800 navy poly cotton short sleeved shirts. 
 
Dorset FRS has confirmed an order for 600 of the new Gallet helmet. 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/news.htm
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New products 

 
New head-to-toe marine firefighter PPE 
 
A new range of marine firefighter PPE has been assembled as part of a thorough review of all the items 
which previously combined to make a comprehensive head-to-toe ensemble. Over recent years there 
have been advances in the design of boots, helmets and gloves which has provided us with the 
opportunity to select new products to be worn with our marine suit which will provide a better, and more 
comfortable, integrated solution. 
 

 
 
 

 
The new head-to-toe range has been fully tested and is certified to the Marine 

Equipment Directive 96/98/EC. Based around our range of marine suits, which 
include coat and trouser combinations to meet both EN469:2005 Level 1 and Level 2, the 
head-to-toe kit now incorporates an updated set of hand, foot and head protection. All 
the products have Wheelmark Certification (right). 
 

Our internationally recognised Fleet Suit to EN469:2005 Level 1 standard comprises the 
FS15 fire coat and FS16 trouser which use a yellow Protex Cotton outer layer combined with 

an inner lining thermal barrier quilted to a flame retardant cotton. The Level 2 option uses 
the FS17 coat with the FS18 trouser which uses the same outer layer and inner lining but 
with the addition of flame retardant polyurethane moisture barrier. 
 
The firefighter’s rubber boot, BOOT1E, incorporates a safety toe cap and 
anti-perforation mid-sole. Its particular characteristics include excellent 
resistance to heat flow and heat contact, abrasion and cuts as well as to a 
variety of chemicals and hydrocarbons. The boot is also marine fire 
protection equipment certified by SEE-BG and conforms to a number of 
relevant standards including EN15090 type 3; EN ISO 20345 SS HRO SRC; 
EN 13832-3 J P Q and EN 13287. 

 
GLOVE52, the firefighter’s structural glove is manufactured to EN 659:2008 as well as 
to AI: 2008 and AC: 2009. Its particular characteristics are a palm of double face knit of 
Kevlar with silicone carbon coating with a backhand of Nomex® with heat absorbers 

positioned to protect knuckles and incorporating Goretex® X-TRAFIT™ Technology. A 
wide cuff of Nomex® features Scotchlite reflective tape cuff ends with a double closure 
system. 
 
A new helmet completes the line-up of this new marine firefighter offering. The Fire 
Fighter Helmet, HEL30, is specially designed to protect the head under the most extreme 
conditions, offering an optimal relationship between protection and comfort with a broad 
spectrum of optional upgrades. It meets EN 14458:2004 with anti-scratch and anti-fog 
coated internal goggles to EN 166. Incorporating flame retardant and high temperature 
resistant composite or thermoplastic materials, the helmet will withstand extreme 
temperatures (up to 1000oC in a 10 second flashover) and 250oC long term exposure 
(30 minutes) and down to -30oC. Full head protection features an all-around neck 

protector and Nomex® 3-point chinstrap. Also certified to EN 443:2008 and MED approved. 
 

Bristol in the news 

 
A number of articles have been published in the fire trade press since our 2014 Q4 edition was published 
in mid December. One of these looked at key factors influencing PPE selection. Two others focused on 
the role that fibre, fabric and PPE manufacturers play in advancing the performance of protective 
garments and their design. During the last four months, we have had articles published in Fire; 
Emergency Services Times; Fire & Rescue; International Fire Fighter and Fire Products Search. 
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In January, Fire magazine published the third in the series of articles chronicling the Central PPE and 
Clothing Contract mid-term Technology Refresh process. Go to CPCC TR article  

 
 
 
 
 

In February, Emergency Services Times published a feature on protective clothing which included a 
full page article from Bristol looking at the key factors influencing the selection of firefighter PPE. 
Protecting frontline personnel  

 

 
 
 
 

Fire Product Search, an online fire publication, carried an earlier CPCC Technology Refresh article, first 
published last September, in February and will offer wider access to international readers. Central PPE 
and Clothing Contract 

 
 
 
 

 
Fire & Rescue published an article from Bristol looking at innovation in firefighter PPE which appeared 
in their First Quarter edition also published in February. Adapt to the times 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The March issue of International Fire Fighter included a feature on PPE design with an article from 
Bristol looking at PPE innovation in the wider context of design, material usage, extending the life of 

garments and being creative in adapting to the changing needs of users. Innovative approaches to PPE 
design 
 
Social media update  
 
We are available on the four social media sites Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Google+ 
 

 

 
 
Future editions 
T L   

Whilst using this publication to inform and communicate developments at 
Bristol, we also want to encourage your involvement, as our customer, 

by asking you to alert us to any interesting PPE news stories or images 
you may have (thanks to DFRMO for this picture of a bush fire in Cyprus). 
In particular, we would be interested in hearing about any involvement 
of your teams, or individual firefighters, in unusual situations or on special 
missions. These could include training roles for either other UK FRS or 
supporting overseas brigades. With the growing involvement of UK FRS 
in emergency rescue and relief missions across the world, pictures and 
news of humanitarian relief operations both in the UK and abroad would 

be welcome and will allow us to share your experiences with others. The next edition of the 
NEWSLETTER will be the winter 2015 issue which we plan to publish in November. 

http://www.bristoluniforms.com/cpcc-article-3-fire-magazine
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/protecting-frontline-personnel-with-specialist-clothing-2
http://www.fireproductsearch.com/news/central-ppe-and-clothing-contract/
http://www.fireproductsearch.com/news/central-ppe-and-clothing-contract/
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/ppe-adapt-to-the-times
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/innovative-approaches-to-ppe-design
http://www.bristoluniforms.com/innovative-approaches-to-ppe-design
https://twitter.com/bristoluniforms
http://www.linkedin.com/company/bristol-uniforms-limited
https://www.facebook.com/BristolUniforms
https://google.com/+bristoluniforms
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Contacts 

 
Our NEWSLETTER is being edited by RSL Associates on behalf of Bristol Uniforms.  
 
The contact at Bristol is Philip Tasker at philip.tasker@bristoluniforms.com.  
 
To contact me, Richard Storey, at RSL Associates, please call on 07970 863251 or email 
richard@rslassociates.co.uk.  
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